Meagan L. Blanchard
meagan.blanchard@outlook.com • (224) 707-2256 • linkedin.com/in/meagan-blanchard

EDUCATION

Experimental Psychology PhD, Cognitive Neuroscience			            08/2024-Present
University of Kentucky
Psychology B.A., Criminology Minor						           08/2020-05/2024
University of Kentucky, Graduated Magna Cum Laude


EXPERIENCE

Graduate Student Research Assistant                                                                                          08/2024-Present
Michael T. Bardo, University of Kentucky
During my time as a graduate student research assistant, I have independently conducted research projects and solved problems that arose during the projects using my own judgement, which resulted in a first-author publication, and two more in preparation. During these projects, I handled study design, carrying out the study, as well as data analysis and visualization using multiple applications (e.g., R, SPSS, SAS, and GraphPad Prism). Along with this, I learned many preclinical techniques involved in drug self-administration and subsequent immunohistochemical analysis of brain slices. During this time, I have also trained and supervised undergraduate students in the laboratory and graduate students from other laboratories. For undergraduates, this responsibility included teaching them basic laboratory and animal husbandry skills and helping them refine presentation skills. For graduate students in other laboratories, I demonstrated effective collaboration by teaching them techniques in small animal surgery and immunohistochemistry. I have also gained experience in clearly presenting basic laboratory results to more general clinical research audiences at both local and national conferences, emphasizing the role of preclinical models and the translation to clinical research.
Lab Technician								         07/2023-08/2024
Michael T. Bardo, University of Kentucky
As a lab technician, I executed behavioral study runs over the weekend without supervision. In doing this, I learned to solve problems and make decisions on my own. I also quickly learned how to use the program and interface that controlled operant boxes (MedPC). Along with this, I independently ran immunohistochemical analyses, learning how to extract, slice, stain, and image tissue. During my time, I also fostered a team environment by adapting my work schedule to fit the needs of the team and assisting on projects headed by other lab members.
Undergraduate Research Assistant						         01/2023-05/2023
Michael T. Bardo, University of Kentucky
As an undergraduate research assistant, I gained experience in how preclinical drug self-administration and behavioral studies are carried out. I assisted graduate students on projects by assisting in basic rodent husbandry, basic behavioral testing, and data entry. I quickly adapted to the environment, having never worked in a preclinical laboratory before, and transitioned to working with little supervision early on in my position. I also conducted my senior thesis project, which entailed designing, carrying out, and presenting the results for a study under the supervision of a graduate student.


AWARDS AND HONORS

Lipman Alcohol Research Grant                                                                                                  	           05/2025
Magna Cum Laude                                                                                                                       	           05/2024
Psychology Departmental Honors							           05/2024
Psychology Scholars Program							          08/2020-05/2024
Dean’s List                                                          Fall 2020, Spring 2022, Fall 2022, Spring 2023, Spring 2024


PUBLICATIONS

Blanchard MB, Humburg BA, and Bardo MT. (In Press). Social context in renewal of cocaine and fentanyl seeking: role of peer presence versus peer absence. Psychopharmacology.

POSTERS AND ORAL PRESENTATIONS

Blanchard MB. (2026, June). Co-use of ethanol and fentanyl and the effect of naltrexone in rats. College on Problems of Drug Dependence Annual Conference – Oral Presentation, Portland, OR.
Blanchard MB. (2026, March). Co-use of ethanol and fentanyl and the effect of naltrexone in rats. Substance Use Research Event – Poster Presentation, Lexington, KY.
Blanchard MB. (2025, June). Differential c-Fos activation of mesocorticolimbic structures following either ABA or BAB renewal of cocaine seeking using a social peer stimulus. College on Problems of Drug Dependence Annual Conference – Oral Presentation, New Orleans, LA.
Blanchard MB. (2025, February). Differential c-Fos activation of mesocorticolimbic structures following either ABA or BAB renewal of cocaine seeking using a social peer stimulus. Substance Use Research Event – Poster Presentation, Lexington, KY.
Blanchard MB. (2024, April). Social ABA renewal with fentanyl and buprenorphine. Substance Use Research Event – Poster Presentation, Lexington, KY.

TEACHING

Blanchard MB. (2026, Spring). PSY 216: Applications of Statistics in Psychology, University of Kentucky – Teaching Assistant, Lexington, KY.
Blanchard MB. (2025, Fall). PSY 456: Behavioral Neuroscience, University of Kentucky – Teaching Assistant, Lexington, KY.
Blanchard MB. (2025, December). Reinforcement and Addiction. PSY 456: Behavioral Neuroscience, University of Kentucky – Lecture, Lexington, KY.
Blanchard MB. (2025, Spring). PSY 312: Brain and Behavior, University of Kentucky – Teaching Assistant, Lexington, KY.
Blanchard MB. (2025, April). Learning and memory. PSY 312: Brain and Behavior, University of Kentucky – Lecture, Lexington, KY.
Blanchard MB. (2024, Fall). PSY 100: Introduction to Psychology, University of Kentucky – Teaching Assistant, Lexington, KY.

LEADERSHIP AND EXTRACURRICULARS

Graduate Student Representative                                       			             01/2026-Present
Attending monthly meetings with other graduate student representatives and faculty meetings to discuss initiative to help improve the university’s graduate program in psychology.
Neuroscience Outreach						                          08/2025-Present
Local school outreach events that teach children from elementary to high school are about neuroscience.
Women in Medicine and Science			                                                          11/2024-Present
A faculty, trainee, and student led group within the University of Kentucky College of Medicine that encourages networking and mentorship between members.
Psychology Scholars Mentor      						          08/2023-05/2024
Mentored freshman psychology majors in the university’s psychology scholars program.


