DEMITRI JAMES AGUILAR
Email: djag@uky.edu
864-477-8919
Lexington, KY 40517

EDUCATION
	
University of Kentucky 											Expected: May 2029    	Ph.D. Experimental Psychology	
	Program Area: Developmental, Health, and Social             

University of South Carolina Upstate 					                     Graduated: Fall 2023
	B.S. Psychology with Summa Cum Laude; Minor: Child Advocacy Studies  
	Overall GPA: 4.00     	    
	
RESEARCH INTERESTS 
	
Broadly, my research investigates the psychological mechanisms that facilitated the success of anti-LGBTQ+ policies with emphasis on the social and legal ramifications of identity-based violations. I also examine the psychological mechanisms behind extremism through national-levels of thinking, and institutional settings in which college commitment is improved or diminished.

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE	

Theories and Answers for Prejudice, Angst, Threat, Identity, and Otherness Lab – University of Kentucky                                                                                     Fall 2024 - Present
Dr. Armenta
Graduate Student 
· [bookmark: _Hlk195530342]Collaborates on manuscripts for publication 
· Creates research designs, stimuli, and Qualtrics surveys 
· Creates IRB proposals 
· Creates Open Science Framework Pre-Registrations 
· Conducts data collection and analysis 
· Advises and delegates tasks for undergraduate research assistants 
· Presents research findings at conferences and through presentations 

Social Cognition & Intergroup Processes Lab – University of Kentucky        Fall 2024 - Present 
Dr. Bray 
Graduate Student 
· Collaborates on manuscripts for publication 
· Conducts data analysis 
· Creates Qualtrics surveys 

University of South Carolina Upstate                                                      Spring 2022 - Fall 2023
Dr. Barideaux, Dr. Hannay, and Dr. Meek 
Undergraduate Student 
· Responsible for data collection and analysis 
· Created research designs, stimuli, and Qualtrics surveys 
· Created IRB proposals 
· Presented research findings at conferences and presentations 
· Collaborated on manuscripts for publication 

PRESENTATIONS AND TALKS AT CONFERENCES AND OTHER EVENTS 
Note: + = mentored undergraduate student, * = graduate student 
Poster Presentations 
[bookmark: _Hlk195531480]*Lau, K. W., Aguilar, D., *Taylor, P., Armenta, A., & Bray, J. (2026, April). The Role of Racial Stereotypes in Spontaneous Trait Inferences. Submitted to Midwestern Psychological Association, Chicago, IL.
Aguilar, D., Armenta, A. (2026, April). Trans-Panic Defense: Investigating Intersectionality and Victim Perceptions. Submitted to Midwestern Psychological Association. Chicago II. 
Aguilar, D., Armenta, A. (2026, February). Trans-Panic Defense: Investigating Intersectionality and Victim Perceptions. Submitted to Society for Personality and Social Psychology. Chicago II. 
*Lau, K. W., Aguilar, D., *Taylor, P., Armenta, A., & Bray, J. (2026, February). Trait inferences for White and Asian targets: Warmth vs. Competence. Submitted to the Society for Personality and Social Psychology. Chicago, IL.
Oldfield, C., *Lau, K. W., Aguilar, D., Yoon, Y., Armenta, A., & Bray, J. (2026, February) Differential Spontaneous Warmth/Competence Inferences Among Black and White Targets. Submitted to Society for Personality and Social Psychology. Chicago, IL. 
+Baize, T., Aguilar, D., *Nincehelser, S., *McAweeney, K., Bray, J., Armenta, A. (2025, April). News Validation, Radical Leaders, and National Nostalgia. Presented at Midwestern Psychological Association. Chicago II.
+Vincent, A., Aguilar, D., *Nincehelser, S., *McAweeney, K., Bray, J., Armenta, A. (2025, April). National Prostalgia & Extremism. Presented at Midwestern Psychological Association. Chicago, II.
*McAweeney, K., Aguilar, D., *Nincehelser, S., +Vincent, A., Bray, J., Armenta, A. (2025, February). The Mediating Effect of Fear of Loss of Meaning in Life on the Relationship Between Racial Nostalgia and Prejudice. Presented at Society for Personality and Social Psychology. Denver, CO. 
*Nincehelser, S., +Baize, T., Aguilar, D., + Hwang, R. Bray, J. Armenta, A. (2025, February). Validation or Invalidation from an Ingroup or Outgroup and National Nostalgia. Presented at Society for Personality and Social Psychology. Denver CO.
Aguilar, D.,*Nincehelser, S., *McAweeney, K., Bray, J., +Skaggs, K., +Baize, T. Armenta, A. (2025, February). LGBTQ+ Panic Defense: How Passing and Disclosure Status Affects Jury Reactions Toward Transgender Victims. Presented at Society for Personality and Social Psychology. Denver CO.
Aguilar, D., Barideaux Jr., K., & Hannay, J. (2023, March). Should I Stay, or Should I Go? Applying the Investment Model to College Commitment. Presented at the 19th Annual SC Upstate Research Symposium (SCRUS). Spartanburg, SC. https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/scurs/2023symposium/2023posterpresentations/41/

Invited Talks 
*Maxwell, B., *Fields, C., *Schreyer E., *Brock K., *Pearl, S., *Mayer, K., Aguilar, D. (2025, December). Graduate Student Panel. Presented at the University of Kentucky for the Psychology Student Association. December 2nd. Lexington, Kentucky. 
*McAweeney, K., *Lau, K., W., Aguilar, D. (2025, November). Graduate School, Research, and Internships. Presented at the University of Kentucky for the Psychology Student Association. November 19th. Lexington, Kentucky. 
Aguilar, D. (2025, September). How to Improve Your CV. Presented at the University of Kentucky for the SCIP Lab. September 19th. Lexington, Kentucky. 
Hannay, J., Aguilar, D., Bailey, C., Ruchensky, J., & Barideaux Jr., K. (2025, April). Should I Stay or Should I Go? Applying the Investment Model to College Commitment. Presented at the South Carolina Upstate Research Symposia. Spartanburg, South Carolina. 
*McAweeney, K., Aguilar, D., *Nincehelser, S., Armenta, A. (2025, April). Perceptions of Passing: The Role of Perceived Deception in the Trans-panic Defense. Presented Virtually at Texas A&M University. San Antonio, Texas
Aguilar, D., *Nincehelser, S., *McAweeney, K., *Casper, M., Armenta, A. (2025, February). Graduate School Gateway. Presented at the University of Kentucky for the Psychology Student Association. February 17th. Lexington, Kentucky.
[bookmark: _Hlk195624453]Aguilar, D. (2024, November). A Game of Monopoly: The Effect of Passing Status on Jury-Decision Making in Trans-Panic Defense Cases. Presented at the University of Kentucky for the Three-Minute Thesis Competition. November 6th. Lexington, Kentucky. 
Aguilar, D. (2024, November). Three-Minute Competition Thesis. Presented at the University of Kentucky for Brown Bag. Lexington, Kentucky.
Aguilar, D., *Nincehelser, S., *McAweeney, K., Armenta, A. (2024, October). The Trans-Panic Defense. Presented at the University of Kentucky for the Psychology Student Association. October 1st. Lexington, Kentucky.
*McAweeney, K., Aguilar, D., *Nincehelser, S., Armenta, A. (2024, October).
Future-Orientation and Extremism. Presented at the University of Kentucky for the
Psychology Student Association. October 1st. Lexington, Kentucky.
*Nincehelser, S., Aguilar, D., *McAweeney, K., Armenta, A. (2024, October). The
impact of status and news validation on the internalization of national nostalgia.
Presented at the University of Kentucky for the Psychology Student Association. October
1st, Lexington, Kentucky.

PUBLICATIONS
Note: ! = authors contributed equally, * = graduate student
!Armenta, A., !Aguilar, D., *McAweeney, K., *Nincehelser, S. & Bray, R. (2025). Passing and Panic: Investigating the Role of Passing and Perceived Deception in the Trans-Panic Defense. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 0(0). https://doi.org/10.1177/01461672251380438
Armenta, A. D., Aguilar, D., *McAweeney, K., *Nincehelser, S., Volpert-Esmond, H. & Zárate, M. A. (2025). National Prostalgia Predicts Decreases in Ingroup Protection, Outgroup Derogation, and Support for Donald’s Trump presidency. Analyses of Social Issues and Public Policy, 25(3). https://doi.org/10.1111/asap.70034

Accepted

MANUSCRIPTS UNDER REVIEW OR REVISE AND RESUBMIT
Note: * = graduate student 
Under Revise and Resubmit

Under Review 
[bookmark: _Hlk195624319]Aguilar, D., Barideaux Jr., K., Hannay, J., Bailey, C., & Ruchensky, J. (Under Review). Should I Stay, or Should I Go? Applying the Investment Model to College Commitment. Journal of Student Retention and Success.
*McAweeney, K., Armenta, A., Aguilar, D. (Under Review). The Role of Perceived Deception and Moral Outrage in Trans-Panic Defense Cases and the Beneficial Effects of Disclosure. Journal of Sex Roles. 

MANUSCRIPTS IN PREPARATION 
Note: * = graduate student 
[bookmark: _Hlk195555510]Armenta, A., *McAweeney, K., *Aguilar, D., & Bray, J. (Anticipated Submission Spring 2025: Hypotheses and materials in process). Testing the validity of the trans-panic defense. [Manuscript in preparation]. 
Armenta, A., Aguilar, D., *McAweeney, K., & Bray, J. (Anticipated Submission Spring 2025: Materials created). Inside versus outside forces producing cultural change. [Manuscript in preparation]. 
Armenta, A., Aguilar, D., *McAweeney, K. (Anticipated Submission Spring 2025: Data collection in process). Future orientation and extremist dreams. [Manuscript in preparation]. 

RESEARCH COMMENTARIES 
Note: * = graduate student 
Armenta, A. D., *McAweeney, K., & Aguilar, D. J. (2025). National prostalgia is associated with lower support for Donald Trump. PsyPost. https://www.psypost.org/national-prostalgia-is-associated-with-lower-support-for-donald-trump/

HONORS & AWARDS

3 Minute Thesis Competition Finalist                                                                                  Fall 2024
Outstanding Graduate of the College of Arts, Humanities & Social Sciences                      Fall 2023
· Honored by university for academic, community, and research achievements during undergraduate program
· Selected from 2023-2024 graduates of the College of Arts, Humanities & Social Sciences undergraduate program

Jerry D. Lehman Award for Outstanding Psychology Majors                                              Fall 2023

Summa Cum Laude                                                                                                             Fall 2023
· Recognized by university for graduating with a cumulative GPA of 4.0

Winner of Best Student Poster Presentation in Psychology at SCURS                         Spring 2023

Distinction in Psychology                                                                               Spring 2023 - Fall 2023
· Selected by professors to collaborate with other top-achieving students in psychology
· Course focused on preparation for graduate school

[bookmark: _Hlk125981659]Psi Chi, International Academic Honor Society for Psychology                                     Spring 2022

Chancellor’s List (6x)                                                                                     Spring 2021 - Fall 2023
· Recognized by university for earning a GPA of 4.0

Dean’s List (6x)                                                                                              Spring 2021 - Fall 2023
· Recognized by university for earning a GPA of 3.5 or higher

SC Life Scholarship (6x)                                                                                Spring 2021- Fall 2023
· Earned at least a 3.0 GPA while completing 15 credit hours

MEDIA MENTIONS  
Note: * = graduate student 
Armenta, A. D., *McAweeney, K., & Aguilar, D. J. (2025). National prostalgia is associated with lower support for Donald Trump. PsyPost. https://www.psypost.org/national-prostalgia-is-associated-with-lower-support-for-donald-trump/


RESEARCH SUPPORT AND MONETARY AWARDS
	
       Midwestern Psychological Association                                                                                2025
Diversity Travel Grant 
Recipient: Demitri Aguilar 
Mentor: Dr. Armenta 
Status: Rejected  
Amount: $200

College of Arts & Sciences                                                                                                  2025
	Presidential Fellowship 
	Recipient: Demitri Aguilar 
	Mentor: Dr. Armenta 
	Status: Rejected 
	Amount: $20,000  

National Science Foundation                                                                                               2024
Graduate Research Fellowship Program  
Recipient: Demitri Aguilar 
Mentor: Dr. Armenta 
Status: Rejected
Amount: $159,000

College of Arts & Sciences                                                                                        2024 - 2025
	Psychology Fellowship for Research on Intergroup Relations 
	Recipient: Demitri Aguilar 
	Mentor: Dr. Armenta 
	Status: Awarded 
	Amount: $41,500 

TEACHING EXPERIENCING 

Teaching Assistant Positions 

Graduate Teaching Position: Experimental Psychology, University of Kentucky             Fall 2025
· 48 students, average course evaluation = 4.60/5, “Mimi did a great job explaining concepts and utilizing personal research experience to demonstrate those concepts.”

MENTORSHIP EXPERIENCE 

Undergraduate Research Assistants                                                                     Fall 2024 - Present
· Current Undergraduate Mentees
· Baize, T. (Fall 2024) 
· Vincent, A. (Fall 2024)
· Tolbert, N. (Spring 2025) 
· Previous Undergraduate Mentees 
· Skaggs, K. (Fall 2024-Spring 2025)
· Hwang, R. (Fall 2024-Spring 2025)
· Training undergraduate research assistants in the different aspects of the research process 
· Creating research stimuli 
· Creating IRB proposals 
· Creating Qualtrics surveys 
· Offering guidance on graduate school and application process 
CV/Resume Building Workshop                                                                 Fall 2024 and Fall 2025
· Advised undergraduate students on ways to improve their CVs and resumes 


SERVICE WORK

SPSP Abstract Review (2024) 

Victimology, Service-Learning Project (2023)
· Collected donations for Project R.E.S.T, which is an organization that offers various resources to help victims of sexual assault and domestic violence in Spartanburg, Union, and Cherokee County in South Carolina
· Brought awareness of the services and missions of Project R.E.S.T and SANE Nurses by talking to different organizations

USC Spectrum, Treasurer (2021)
· [bookmark: _Hlk125981537]Helped create a more inclusive environment for LGBT+ students on campus
· Organized presentations on various LGBT+ issues

WORK EXPERIENCE

Direct Support Professional, Charles Lea Center, Spartanburg, SC, (33 hours per week), 2022 -2023
· [bookmark: _Hlk125981152]Heartsaver First Aid CPR AED certified
· Interacted with and took care of various individuals with different cognitive and physical disabilities
· Trained in the Prevention of Abuse, Neglect, and Exploitation
· Proficient in the documentation of events with technology
· Helped maintain the health of various individuals by distributing medications

[bookmark: _Hlk126052193]TRAINING AND SKILLS

· Prevention of Abuse, Neglect, and Exploitation 
· Child Abuse Response Protocol and Recognizing and Reporting Abuse and Neglect Training
· HIPPA and confidentiality
· SPSS
· Microsoft Office
· CITI training
· RCR training 
· R Studio 
· Qualtrics 
